Unit 4 Vocabulary

	Impairment
	The state of being diminished, slowed, or weakened cognitively as a result of sleep deficit, consuming alcohol, drugs or substances (delaying normal brain function/information processing)

	Physical Distraction
	A distraction that takes your hands off the wheel while driving

	Visual Distraction
	A distraction that takes your eyes off the road while driving

	Cognitive Distraction
	A distraction that takes your mind away from driving

	Aggressive Driving
	A personal mindset; when a driver operates vehicle in a pushy, bold, or unsafe manner.  Ex:  following too closely, abrupt and frequent lane changes without signaling, or passing on the shoulder.

	Careless Driving

	Driving or stopping in a way that endangers the lives and safety of people and property. Ex: Speeding, Failing to signal, disobeying traffic control devices

	Reckless Driving

	Driving or stopping while aware of and consciously disregarding the lives & safety of people & property. Ex: Street racing, Weaving in/out 

	Conflict of Responsibility
	The concept of having two things we want or need to do, having to prioritize. Ex: For adults, it may be legal to answer the phone while driving but is not in anyone’s best interest.  

	Alcohol
	A clear odorless depressant drug that effects the central nervous system

	BAC
	The concentration of alcohol in a person’s bloodstream, represented as a percentage; the ratio between the amounts of alcohol and blood in the body.

	Proof
	Refers to the strength of a drink and is equal to twice the percent of alcohol the substance contains (e.g. 80 proof whiskey contains 40% alcohol)

	Elimination Rate
	The rate (time) which the body eliminated alcohol. 

	DWI Law
	Driving while Impaired; generally having a BAC level of .08 or higher but can be apply to BAC as low as .04.  MM p. 89

	Implied Consent
	If a law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe a driver is impaired; the driver is required to submit to a test of blood, breath, or urine.  It is a crime to refuse the test.

	Social Hosting Ordinances
	Holds person who organizes, provides a place, or allows a gathering, where underage drinking occurs, criminally responsible regardless of age or who provided the alcohol

	Vanessa’s Law
	[bookmark: _GoBack]MN law focused on unlicensed and licensed teen drivers with a crash-related moving violation or an alcohol/controlled substance-related violation prohibiting them from gaining driving privileges until @ least 18 years of age.  MM p. 11

	Drugs
	MN law prohibits driving while impaired by controlled or hazardous substances including illegal drugs, prescription drugs, and other household products.

	Synergistic Effect
	Occurs when legal or illegal drugs are mixed with alcohol producing a powerful “intoxicating” effect.  The total effect is greater than the sum of them.

	Micro-Sleep
	An episode of sleep which may last for a fraction of a second or up to 30 seconds, often a result of sleep deprivation, fatigue or unresolved sleep disorders, typically happening without substantial warning.



