Unit 3 Vocabulary

	S.M.O.G.
	A procedure used prior to changing lanes and making turns in urban settings. Acronym means: Signal, Mirrors, Over the shoulder, Go-when clear

	Passing
	MM pp. 29-30  Is it legal?  Is it worth the risk?

	Overtaking
	Passing another vehicle when all traffic is moving in the same direction and/or when vehicle ahead is making or about to make, a left turn.

	U-turn
	A turnabout that is a full, U-shaped left turn back in the opposite direction 

	Gap
	A space in which the driver intends to enter or steer a vehicle

	Basic Speed Law
	A law that specifies that drivers must always drive at a speed that is reasonable for existing road, traffic, and weather conditions.

	Posted Speed Law
	The maximum speed permitted on that particular road

	Assumed Speed Law
	Basic speed laws when not posted in MN: 10 mph-alleys, parking lots; 30 mph-urban or town roads; 55 mph-all other locations not specified

	Traffic Control Devices
	The signs, signals and markings used in the highway transportation system

	Right of Way
	The right of a vehicle or pedestrian to go first before other traffic moves when there is a conflict; based on courtesy and common sense.

	Controlled Intersection
	Where traffic control signals are used at intersections to promote safety and an orderly flow of traffic

	Uncontrolled Intersection
	An intersection without traffic control signals typically found in residential areas, where low volume of traffic is present

	Crosswalk
	A marked pathway for use by pedestrians, where they cross a street

	Stop Line
	A pavement marking indicating the driver must stop the car before the line

	Roundabout
	An intersection designed to increase traffic flow and provide a safer alternative to a typical four-way stop by keeping all traffic moving in the same counter-clockwise direction while proceeding through a change of direction; cars in roundabout have ROW

	Zipper Merge 
	When approaching a “lane closure ahead,” the driver should stay in current lane up to point of merge, then take turns with other motorists to safely (and smoothly) ease into the remaining lane.

	Merge
	The gradual blending of vehicles in traffic all moving in the same direction

	Acceleration Lane
	An auxiliary lane primarily for vehicles changing speeds as they enter a (throughway) highway or freeway.

	Deceleration Lane
	A lane used for vehicles to slow down as they leave through-traffic lanes

	Weave Lane
	A lane near the entrance or exit of an expressway to be used by vehicles preparing to enter (speed up) or exit (slow down)

	Diamond Interchange
	A diamond-shaped connection offering limited-access to roadway users entering/exiting usually by means of ramps

	Cloverleaf Interchange
	A cloverleaf-shaped connection offering limited-access to roadway that traffic can enter/exit by means of ramps

	Folded Diamond Interchange
	A combination of diamond and half cloverleaf-shaped connection Offering limited-access to roadways, motorists use these for entering/exiting by means of ramps

	Route Numbering
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Many signs feature route numbers that aid drivers in navigation.  For interstates, the primary route number is either a single or double digit number. East-west routes=even numbers;  and north-south routes=odd numbers.  Many non-interstate roads use a similar system of numbering

	Commercial Vehicles
	A motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles weighing more than 26,000 pounds that is used to transport passengers or property.

	Bicycle Lane
	Bicycle lanes are designed to separate bicycle traffic from normal vehicle traffic.  It is illegal to drive in these lanes except to enter/leave the road or to prepare for a turn.

	Move Over Law
	When you see the flashing lights of an ambulance, fire truck, police, or service vehicle stopped on the shoulder of the road, you must move a lane away from the emergency vehicle. If you aren’t able to change lanes, adjust speed and lane position.



