Unit 2 Vocabulary

	Roadworthy
	In suitable operating condition, meeting accepted standards for safe driving on the road (includes vehicle and motorist)

	Traction   
	The adhesion, friction or grip between the tires and the road surface

	Kinetic Energy    
	The amount of energy in a moving object, equal to the energy needed to propel or stop it

	Inertia    
	An object in motion continues to move straight ahead until acted upon by an outside force

	Weight Transfer
	Transfer of weight from one point of the vehicle to another when the driver accelerates, decelerates and/or turns

	Contact Patch   
	The amount of tire rubber in contact with the road surface at any time

	Tire Tread
	Groves on a tire that displace water from the road surface; MN law 1/16” minimum

	Hydroplaning
	Occurs when the tires ride up on a wedge of water, losing contact with the road surface and losing traction, similar to water skiing

	Crashworthiness
	How well a vehicle protects its occupants in a crash

	Vehicle Inputs
	The 3 means of moving the car: steering wheel, accelerator pedal, brake pedal

	Blind Spots
	The areas around your car that cannot be seen by the driver while looking forward or through any of the mirrors

	Idle Speed  
	This vehicle movement occurs when the driver releases brake pressure after changing gears

	Covering the Brake
	Placing your foot over the brake pedal without actually touching it.  The purpose is to be able to engage the brakes more quickly in the context of avoiding a potential collision. 

	Rock & Roll
	When searching the driver moves to see around the structural pillars and increase visibility when using the outside mirrors & over shoulder checks

	Antilock Brakes
	A braking system where sensors detect wheel lock up while braking, pulsing the brakes allowing simultaneous braking and steering 

	Hand to Hand Steering
	A steering technique used whereby the driver turns the steering wheel using a pushing and pulling action. One hand mirrors the movement of the other, at the top of the wheel never reaching past the 12 o’clock position.

	Hand Over Hand Steering
	A steering method in which the driver’s hands cross when turning the steering wheel.

	One Handed Steering
	A steering method used only when backing a vehicle.

	Carbon Monoxide
	A colorless, odorless gas emitted by a running engine; deadly when collects inside your vehicle, garage or home.

	Depreciation
	The decline in a car’s value over the course of its useful life, is greatest in the first year.

	Leasing
	Financing the use of a vehicle for a temporary time limit

	Vehicle Registration
	The process in which vehicles must be re-registered periodically with the appropriate state agency.

	Title
	A certificate to demonstrate proof of ownership of a vehicle

	Tabs
	The small stickers to be placed on the license plates of the vehicle upon completing motor vehicle registration (yearly)

	Insurance
	Proof of financial responsibility for a vehicle

	Liability Insurance
	Reduces financial risk to you from claims made by others in a crash (when you may be declared at fault) REQUIRED in MN

	Uninsured/Underinsured
	Reduces financial risk to you and your passengers from bodily injury losses caused by a motorist who is underinsured or uninsured. REQUIRED in MN

	Comprehensive
	Reduces financial risk to repair physical damage to your vehicle not caused by a crash (except deer). 

	Deductible
	Decided when insurance is purchased, the amount you agree to pay for physical damage repairs to your vehicle before comprehensive or collision coverage pays the remainder, up to the limits of the policy.

	Collision
	Reduces financial risk to repair physical damage to your vehicle caused by a collision.

	Premium
	The dollar amount paid for an insurance policy

	PIP
Personal Injury Protection
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Reduces financial risk for you or members of your household for medical expenses, lost wages and replacement services due to a collision.  REQUIRED in MN



