Unit 1 Vocabulary

	Graduated Drivers Licensure (GDL)
	The 3 phase system in Minnesota for new teen drivers to progress gradually into driving privileges

	Knowledge Test
	The state mandated 40 point test demonstrating understanding of MN law before granting of Instructional Permit.

	Instruction 
Permit
	Eligible at age 15, for a minimum period of 6 months, practice driving with a licensed driver in the front passenger seat. Permit is valid for 2 years.

	Provisional 
License
	Eligible at age 16, for a minimum period of one year.  Driving privileges include restrictions for number of passengers and driving at night

	Road Test
	The state mandated test demonstrating driving skills 

	Class D License
	A driver’s license to operate most (but not all) single-unit vehicles

	Risk
	The chance of injury, damage or loss

	Crash Chain of Events
	A series of decisions leading up to a crash.

	Vision, Space, Timing
	The 3 main variables that a driver uses to manage risk

	Central Vision
	A five degree cone of in the middle of a driver’s vision that provides detail of objects and conditions, directly where the driver is looking

	Fringe Vision
	Cone of vision around central vision used to judge depth and position

	Peripheral Vision
	Largest cone of vision around other two vision fields that acts as an early warning device to detect motion, shape and color

	Ground Viewing

	A ground-level search by drivers for objects in or near the vehicles path-of-travel that may be hidden by shrubs, parked cars or other large objects

	Visual Lead
	Searching well ahead, 20-30 seconds, for possible threats on or near the roadway environment or path of travel, think horizon. (far)

	Visual Control Zone
	Searching 12-15 seconds ahead where a driver identifies possible hazards, solutions, and an escape path (near)

	Path of Travel

	The space into which you can safely direct your vehicle with the lowest possible risk

	Escape Path
	An alternate path of travel to be taken if a dangerous situation occurs. It includes space to the front and to at least one side

	Following Distance
	The amount of distance, measured in seconds, between two moving vehicles;  3-4 seconds is the minimum recommended following distance

	Total Stopping Distance
	The total amount of distance need to stop a car, including perception time, reaction time, and actual braking distance

	Timing
	The best time and place to perform maneuvers    

	Separating 
	Choosing to deal with one risk at a time; often involving waiting your turn, allowing others time and space.

	Space Margin
	The amount of space around a vehicle that separates it from possible sources of danger in traffic

	Overdriving
	Inability to stop within the distance you can see ahead

	Basic Speed Law
	Requires a driver to drive at a speed no faster than is reasonable and proper speed for weather, traffic and road conditions.

	Searching
	Moving your eyes in a constant pattern from near to far and side to side.

	Communication
	An exchange of information. In driving; use of signals, horn, headlights and vehicle position help to send and receive information
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